


argue for an active exchange program between the
National Park Service and the People’s Republic of
China, Such a program is likely to be a significant
part of @ wider cultural exchange, for national parks
are important components to national identity,
cultural pride, and werldwide cooperation.
Longterm Information Exchange

During the reign of the Gang of Four, scientific in-
formation was not disseminated in China. Therefare,
most natural resource agencies and universities are
in need of current scientific reports, publications and
so forth. This project would set up an ongoing infor-
mation exchange on park-related research (biological
and social).

In addition, an exchange of experts is clearly called
for. Chinese scientists could be invited to work, train
and present papers in the U.S., and NPS scientists
could be loaned to the PRC for specific research
projects. A similar program could be established for
resource management specialists.

Several of the design and engineering problems
facing Chinese parks are similar to NPS situations. A
sharing of experiences and exchange of professionals
waould aid the Chinese in choosing among altemative
design solutions and would suggest innovative solu-
tions for American situations. Examples would be
the sewage disposal prohlems at Huangshan, and
the unique trail designs prevalent in Chinese parks.
Training Progrem

There are no courses in outdoor recreation
management in China, although several universities
are contemplating such a program. A speciat sessicn
of the ranger skills course &t Albright Training Canter
could be combined with academic training at an
American university. The University of Idaho recently
had a Chinese professional studying wildland recrea-
tion management in the college of forestry, wildiife
and rarge sciences, she briefiy attended the ranger
skills course at Albright and found the combination
rewarding. Anather alternative would he to provide a
traveding training program throughout China
A Cooperative Science Program

The parklands of China and the U.S. represent a
natural iaboratory for comparative research, match-
ing similar park ecosystems. !n the case of parks
that serve as biusphere reserves, this approach may
be useful in longterm manitoring of impacts.

A varigty of other scientific studies present them-
selves — ecological description of park flora and
fauna, analyses of environmental change due to
rapid development, sociolegical research cancerning
visitor behavior, and so on,

The national heritage, the beauty, and the potential
of parklands in China suggest a sense of mission — &
worthy contribution on the worldwide scene to the
national park movement!



