


management capabilites to mitigate the current
threats and to prevent further deterioration of park
resources.

The report received considerable review and sup-
port by the press, conservationists, and the
American public. It has provided a reafistic data base
on which to build a vitally needed program of
resource problem prevention and mitigation. The
Service has utilized this report in its justification for
requesting additonal allocation of funds and person-
nel. The data derived from the study have become
baseline information for future data-gathering efforts
and an NPS resources environmental index.

As a followup to this report, the House Subcom-
mittee requested the Service to prepare a second
report, explaining shent- and ‘ong-range actions an-
ticipated. tn December 1980, the Service submitted a
second report titled, “State of the Parks: A Report to
Congress on a Servicewide Strategy for Prevention
and Mitigation of Natural and Culwrai Resources
Management Problems.” This report outlines a
systematic program of threats prevention and mitiga-
tion 1o he implemented within the more than 320
units under NPS stewardship.

That strategy includes a program of park problem
evaluation and ranking that begins with the develop-
ment of Significant Resources Problems (SAP's) in
every park and is followed by an upward evaluation
to where the highest priority SRP's become the basis
for the Service's natural and cultural resources FY
1983 budget submissions. Similar ranking will occur
annually through the use of revised area Resources
Management Plans. Revised Plan guidelings aiready
have been completed and distributed to the field.




