


Among the many interesting facts presented in this
book are data on the average number of cones per
tree (14,000, seeds per cone {2000 and seeds pro-
duced annually per hectare (1,580,000L Through the
use of an elevator, rigged after climbing an adjacent
tree, Aon Stecker was able 1o investigate carefully
the insects utilizing the crown of a 290 foot tall se-
quoia. He increased the knawn number of insects us-
ing giant sequoias as a host during some part of
their life cycle from 20 10 143,

While the book presents considersble data from
detailed experiments, the data are not always easy
to extract. In addition to a poor jeb of printing, the
orgenization within many of the chapters could be
improved considerably. Similarly the overail design of
the study as well as the detailed methods are not
always clear or do not always relate well to the
results. The discussion sections all too often repeat
the results without adequately discussing their
significance. While such dsficiencies could have
benefited greatly from a professional editing they
should not detract from the value of the data
presented to park managers and interpreters,

Among their numerous conclusions the authers



emphasize the important role fire plays in perpetuat-
ing the species and the need to remove concentrated
human activity from the sequoia groves.



