
"Kelp Beds and Sea Otters: An Experimental Ap­
proach," by David 0. Duggins, published in Ecology 
61 131, 1980, pp. 447-453, documents the rapid and 
dramatic increase in kelp biomass following the 
return of sea oners to shallow subtidal communities 
where sea urchins had been consuming most of the 
macroscopic algae. Sea otters, keystone predators, 
clearly mediate major changes in nearshore marine 
communities at several trophic levels; their near ex· 
tinction "must have resulted in a major environmen· 
tal modification of over 6000 km of coastline; so will 
their reintroduction," Duggins found. "The manage· 
ment of otter populations by man has widespread 
implications to marine communities and requires 
careful execution." The research was done. under 
NPS contract; Duggins is stationed at University of 
Washington's Friday Harbor Marine Lab, Friday Har· 
bar, WA 98250. 


