





ecologicalty, and the potential for further restoration
is very great. Management recommendations were
aimed at compensating or corresting for the in-
fluence of modern man on ecosystemn processes.
Major recommendations include:

a. Expand the park’s fire management program to
include the rest of the winter range in the park and
implement a limited program of experimental
prescribed burns.

b. Do not reduce the numbers of elk or of any
other large ungulate in the park to alter the present
vegetation-ungulate equilibrium.

c. Develop innovative strategies for hunting those
elk herd segments that winter outside the park. This
will require close cooperation among management
agencies. Even though elk hunting outside the park
alters the dynamics of the hunted herd segments, it
seem possible, through sensitive management, 10
minimize effects upon the park.

d. The gray wolf should be restored 10 the park.

How recommendations are to be implemented is
as imporiant as wfhal was recommended. Al
manipulative management of park biota should be
regarded as essentially expenmental? This means
that hypotheses 1o be tested, procedures 1o be used,
and criteria 1o reject or reformulate hypotheses,
should be stated clearly in advance. The information
obtained from management programs should be
reviewed frequently for consistency with the
hypotheses heing tested.

The experimental management approach is still
needed for understanding both the population
dynamics of large grazers and the nature of
vegetation-herhivore equifibria in parks. 1 generally
do net advocate manipulating wild populations of
native ungulates below ecological carrying capacity






