
2 Histories Recommended 
Don Field, associate director for science and tech­

nology in the Pacific Northwest Region, has recom­
mended to CPSU libraries in his region the acquisi­
tion of two books about the history of the National 
Park Service: Alfred Runte's National Partls: The 
American Experience, and Conrad Wirth's Partls. 
Politics and the People. 

The Runte book, published in 1979 by the Universi­
ty of Nebraska Press, examines the different rhetoric 
that was used, over time, to justify the National 
Parks. Field found weaknesses in the Runte book 
where he deals with the decades of the '50's and 
'60's - a deficiency that is remedied in Wirth's 
detailed account of the Mission 66 program that 
developed in the early 1950's and culminated in 1966. 

"I recommend these two books for your library," 
Field said, because "as scientists we should know 
something about the human history of the National 
Park System and the National Park idea." 


