
Managers whose responsibilities include old­
growth coniferous forests will find much of interest 
in USFS General Technical Report PNW-118, 
Ecological Characteristics of Old-Growth 
Douglas-fir Forests, published in February 1981 . 
With the end of unreserved old-growth forests a 
mere matter of four decades or less away, the report 
suggests that. "the public, scientists, and land 
managers are increasingly concerned about whether 
species, communities, and functions are in danger of 
being eliminated. Although the authors !Jerry F. 
Franklin, Kermit Cromack, Jr., William Denison, 
Arthur McKee, Chris Maser, James Sedell, Fred 
Swanson and Glen Juday) found a few plant or 
animal species solely confined to old-growth forests, 
they identified several species as finding optimum 
habitat in such forests and a few that "may require 
old-growth to maintain viable populations." The 48 p. 
GTR is available from the Pacific Northwest Forest 
and Range Experiment Station, Portland, OR 97232. 


