
"Two Aspects of Scientific Responsibility," by John 
T. Edsall, Harvard emeritus professor of biochemistry 
and former chairman of the AAAS Comminee on 
Scientific Freedom and Responsibility, appears in the 
April 3, 1981 issue of SCIENCE. He discusses the 
rigorous world of scientific research and the equally 
important communication of results, and the 
associated responsibilities of a very different order -
the choices in the area of social responsibility and 
political decisions. He speaks of value judgments 
that stem from research results - "the uses and 
hazards of toxic chemicals and radioactive materials, 
the choice among various modes of producing or 
conserving energy. or the criteria for deciding 
whether to dam a river or let it flow freely." These 
are very different problems from those of basic 
research, he says, "Nevertheless, applied scientific 
knowledge is an important element in the making of 
such decisions." Because science - and therefore 
scientists - are so often plunged into these areas of 
disputation, it behooves the scientist to consider 
carefully what constitutes responsible behavior. 


