
The urgency of developing social systems that can 
keep pace with technology drew a nod of recogni­
tion from Alex Hills and M. Granger Morgan, authors 
of '1 elecommunications in Alaskan Villages," in the 
January 16, 1981 issue of SCIENCE. The article 
describes a recently installed satellite system now 
providing modern long-distance telecommunication 
services to 100 rural Alaskan villages, most of whose 
residents are Alaska Natives. The authors look at the 
need for both hardware and organizational com­
ponents that will be required to deliver television in 
Alaska villages, and conclude that the "organizational 
arrangements may be the more important, since 
they will probably endure far longer than any par­
ticular technical solution." The article considers the 
specifics of technical and organizational structures 
and the various possible roles of state and private in­
fluence. 


