DREGON WILDLIFE for March 1981 contains a
story on the common pigeon {or rock dovel, with en-
couraging words for the endangered persgrine
falcon. It describes the lifehabits and nuisance quo-
tient of rock doves in relation to city structures and
dwellers. {“The hirds have been known to pick mor-
tar from between bricks to use as grit, thus weaken-
ing the structures. The health and aesthetic prab-
lems surrounding pigeon droppings alsa are well
known.”) And then it prophesies:

“Nowv that the worst poliution lof cities} has been
cleaned up, the peregrine pilot program appears (o
be working. In the end, the predator-prey relation-
ship Ithat held in cities a century ago! may once
again make the nabte falcon a city bird anc the rock
dove a useful link in the biological food chain.”



