
The IUCN BULLETIN lout of Gland, Switzerland 
11961 for November-December 1980 carries word 
about the remarkable interdependence of fish and 
forest in the Amazon basin. A survey showed that 
the Amazon and its tributaries flood a 40,000 square 
mile area between June and November, and when 
this happens the fish migrate into the forest and 
feed on the seeds and fruits falling into the water. 
The trees, in turn, depend on the fish to distribute 
their seeds. More than 200 fish and tree species 
have been identified as relying on one another in this 

way. The fish have become specially adapted with 
molars to crunch nuts and bloated stomachs to 
enable them to build up a store of fat for the dry 
season when the rivers retreat. 


