
Information Crossfile 
The July 1981 issue of Courier, NPS Newsletter, 

carries a piece by Park Technician John Ape I on pres­
cribed burning as a method of clearing a Gulf States 
Utilities right-of-way in the Big Thicket National Pre­
serve. The fire plan, successfully carried out in March 
1981 , was written to obtain a hot, slow ground fire that 
would kill loblolly pine saplings and woody shrubs, and 
would reduce ground litter. lt would not kill most of the 
larger long-leaf pine growing under the powerlines. 
These seed trees will be cut out individually as they 
grow to within 15 feet of the lines. Success of the first 
burn indicates that prescribed fire will be an important 
management practice for all pipeline and power line 
rights-of-way that crisscross the 12 widely scattered 
units of Big Thicket, according to Ape!. 


