An article on “The Salinity of Rivers" by Arthur F.
Pillsbury in the July 1981 Scientific American analyzes
15 major river systems in the U.S. to'see how the
quantity of salts carried by a river ata given point is re-
lated to the quantity of water that had entered the river
above that point. The 15 rivers analyzed for a 10-year
period carry the bulk of precipitation that falls on the 11
westernmost states and includes the Colorado (about
which Roy Johnson writes in this issue on p. 77). Pills-
bury considers various measures being taken fo de-
liberatety impede the flow of salts to the sea and finds
that "the measures being pianned and effectuated to
accomplish this ideal are dangerous for the future.” In
this finding, he admits runnirg counter to “the law of
the land, reflecting the demands of both environmen-
taiists and water users.”



