





in Washington, D.C., a cooperative sanilation program
existed throughout the city. Inrecent years controls
have slackened in surrounding areas and the disease
incidence is beginning to rise. Since the NCR elm re-
source gdepends on effective DED management in the
surrounding community, the ESL has initiated a Save
the Elms Task Force to coordinate and encourage a
community approach to DED management. The Task
Force is under the auspices of the National Capital
Planning Commission, A comprehensive DED man-
agement strategy stressing sanitation practices for all
elms within the District of Columbia is being devel-
oped. Soon the Task Foree will seek a commitment
from city jurisdictions to adhere to the program. The
ESL will continue to participate in the Task Force by
monitoring the effectiveness of the program and by
providing recommendations as new weapons and
technigues are developed for dealing with the disease
and its carners.

Like so many other resource management prob-
lems, Dutch Elm disease requires continual technical
direction from a scientific staff ctosely allied with the re-
source and with those who manage ii.

Hammerschag is chief of the MCR Ecological Serv-
ices Lab. Sherald is the lab’s plant pathologist.

Ediitor's Note: On pages 56-66 of the August 1987
issue of Scientific American, ‘Dufch Elm Disease” by
Gary A. Strobel and Gerald N. Lanier descrbes in sci-
entific detail the techniques discussed here. The ar-
licle is ifiustrated with maps, drawings, and scanning
electron micrography, showing the beetle (wo
species), the characleristic palterns that the disease
eiches on elm sapwood, and the molecular structure
of the toxic substance from cultures of the Dulch elm
disease fungus.






