
Parks as Islands 
There is growing awareness that the units of the Na­

tional Park System are becoming more island-like, as 
landscape alteration progresses outside their bound­
aries. This process. caused by human activity, is pro­
ceeding tor many types of natural areas in this country 
and abroad. What the long-term impacts of insulariza­
tion will be on the resident biota of these natural sites is 
poorly understood. 

The WASO Natural Science Division is in the pro­
cess of formulating a research program to study this 
situation. Such research is needed to provide a better 
predictive ability as to the future of parks and reserves 
biota, as well as what management options may be 
available to reduce any negative short or long term im­
pacts. Coordinator of this activity is Craig Shafer, Nat­
ural Science Division, WASO, 523-5139. 


