
The December 1981 issue of Smithsonian 
magazine carries an account of the establishment of 
West Africa's first national park, with the blessing ot 
the local chiefs, the government of Northern Sierra 
Leone, and a $213,000 pledge from World Wildlife 
Fund-U.S. The article describes ·a mosaic of savan­
nahs, woodlands and riverine forests" that rise from 
the Guinea plateaus\ and house forest elephants, 
leopards, common and pygmy hippopotamuses, 
zebra duikers, colobus monkeys, and the largest 
single population of the West African sub-species of 
chimpanzees- Pan troglodytes verus. Up to 100 jobs 
will be created by establishment of the park, in an area 
where "local people don't often see any return on their 
resources or their wildlife." The park will make possible 
establishment of a graduate program with specializa­
tions in wildlife biology and applied ecology at Njala 
University College, according to the Smithsonian 
piece. 


