
Buckley Addresses 
Genetics Conference 
'Extinction is an act of awesome finality. Man cannot 

restore a species. He can only exterminate." 
This was the message delivered in his opening re­

marks by Under Secretary of State James Buckley to 
delegates to the U.S. Strategy Conference on Biologi­
cal Diversity, held Nov. 16-18, 1981 , in Washington, 
D.C. 

Buckley decried the ·accelerating impoverishment 
of global genetic diversity" and the resulting damage to 
the safety net these resources represent for all life on 
earth. These are resources that 'we are still too ignor­
ant to understand," Buckley told the delegates. They 
represent "books yet to be deciphered and read." 

Final recommendations emerged on the third day 
from five working groups: terrestrial plant species, ter­
restrial animal species, aquatic species, microbial re­
sources, and ecosystems maintenance. Conference 
Proceedings will be available free of charge after mid· 
February from Bill Long, Director, Office of Food and 
Natural Resources, Bureau of Oceans and Interna­
tional Environment and Science, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 20520. 
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