Information Crossfile

The Fall 1982 issue of Trends, focusing on ap-
plied research in parks, will feature a detailed article
by John Tanacredi, Natural Resource Management
Specialist at Gateway NRA, on shoreline stabilization
through marsh restoration. Tanacredi and co-author
Bonnie Lou Gay describe the successful counter-
attack mounted by the park against coastal erosion.
The specific experiment described involved working
“with nature” to protect the natural setting of shorefine
areas at Plumb Beach — once an island of low-lying
hassocks of marsh, now the site of one of Brooklyn's
major highways — the Belt Parkway. Marsh restora-
tion, to save the shoreline and the highway, involved
“tire mattresses” and a dominant intertidal species
known as Sparfina affemniffora. This hardy marsh
grass is an unsurpassed nutrient source, a natural
breakwater, and an absorber of sewage effluent.
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