
"A sh011, narrative history of the Roosevelt elk, 
covering the period from 1800 to the present and au­
thored by Jim Harper, assistant chief of the Oregon 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife's Wildlife Divi­
sion, appears in the April issue of Oregon Wikflife. 
Notes from the 1805 journal of Merriwether Lewis 
give short shrift to elk as table fare. Wrote Lewis: "I 
have become so perfectly reconciled to the dog that I 
think it an agreeable food and would prefer it vastly to 
lean venison or etk." The artide traces the population 
ups and downs, and the various methods tried for 
transplantation of elk. With elk today providing sport 
for more than 30,000 hunters a year, Harper calls the 
history "a success story we can all appreciate." 


