
research note 
The second Annual Report for the University of 

Idaho, CPSU, profiling all the research and other ac­
tivities undertaken by the Unit in 1981 contains a de­
scription of a project using social indicators to help 
monitor ecological change in the Olympic NP Bio­
sphere Reserve. Variables chosen by Gary Machlis 
for this experiment, on the basis of their potential to 
impact the Reserve, were population growth. exploi­
tation of natural resources, industrial development. 
and tourism. Social indicator selection was based on 
three criteria: availability, time frame (data collected 
over greater time periods being preferred) and rele­
vance to ecological conditions of the Reserve. Sev­
eral indexes were developed and these statistical 
series were combined into a report for Olympic NP 
managers. 


