





area, A climber from the PBRG rappeled into the nest
with the yourg, removed the three eggs and was
back on top within 23 minutes. The adult female had
begun brooding the chicks before the climber had
reached the top. The two young were successfully
raised by the adults and fledged 3-1/2 weeks after the
manipulation.

The eggs wete taken to the PBRG facilities where
they were specially freated with wax to prevent de-
hydration. Two were hatched in mechanical in-
cubators but the third was found to be dead. The two
young, both females, were retained at the facility to
be used in the caplive breeding program. One was
later mated with a male bird from Yosemite NP which
had been injured in a fall from its nest.

The eggshell analysis results were simiiar to the
previous years and indicated that the eggs would
have failed had they been left in the nest. By all stan-
dards the manipulation was successful in fledging
two young in the wild, and the artificial hatching of two
wild eggs which otherwise would have failed.

The manipulation process was repeated this year.
Again three eggs were removed and replaced with
two healthy young. The twa yourg have successfully
fledged; however, all three wild eggs were found to be
addled. Preliminary date indicate the eggs died within
the first week of being laid and befare the transfer
was effected.

Costs for this project were shared by the NPS and
ODFW. The NPS tunds were all from the park's
operating budget. The State’s portion was a special
non-game wildlife fund contributed by Oregonians
through 1ax donations. The program at Crater Lake
will continue for at least three more years. The ODFW



will expand its involvement in re-establishing pereg-
rines in the state. Two sites have been located which
are ideal habitat. Captive breed young will be intro-
duced into the wild through a *hacking” process, pos-
sibly to recccupy historic nest sites in future years.

Such measures might seem futite, were it not for
the hope that the long lived pesticide, DDT, will de-
cline and the levels that reach raptors iike the pere-
grine will subsequently diminish. Meanwhile, effors
will continue to insure the reproductive success of the
peregrine uniil environmental conditions improve.

Forbaes is a Resource Management Specialist at
Craler Lake NP All pholos are courdesy of the
Oregon State Dept. of Fish & Wildlife.






