


cert with management requirements. University con-
tracts and interagency agreements fill the voids.
Scientific research demancs are increasing and an
expanding data base is helping us protect and man-
age park resources.

Glacier National Park was established as an Inter-
national Biosphere Reserve in 1976 . . recognizing it
as a representative area for its conifer forest and
alpine fundra and its designated responsibility to pre-
serve genetic integrity in the plant and animal
communities.

We are providing specific Man and the Biosphere
{MAB) exhibits at the park and weaving MAB into our
interpretive  programs and environmental study
areas, into our talks to service clubs and other out-
side speaking engagements, and into our information
releases 1o the varicus media outlets.

A severe lack of public knowledge about MAB
exists at present, but as we tell the stery. we heighten
public awareness of the glebal significance of na-
tional parks and equivalent reserves. Our June
{1982} symposium at Glacier, in concerl with the
Canadian Waterton Lakes National Park, addresses
management of the parks in relationship to their adja-
cent lands. It examines the issues and prablems in
the context of research, monitoring, and education,
and seeks to identify research and management
strategies that might contribute to improved adminis-
tration and use of complexes of multipurpose and
multiagency lands in the future.

The introduction of exotic fish info the park be-
tween 1812 and 1972, the recent detection of
measurable degrees of acid precipitation in Glacier
NP, and other examples of degrading changes, all
draw attention to the importance of MAB-oriented re-
search. The research cannot be accomplished too
fast. Managers cannot always wait for results; they
are liable to find themselves dealing with multipie
environmental threats before all the information is at
hand.

To gain the support for such research, we need
public understanding . . . good brechures, technical
aids such as slidetape programs, video presenta-
tions and other gocd exhibitry.

While national parks are ideal barometers of the
world's environmental condition, they depend for their
support on human use. For this reason, some of our
research needs to be directed toward people man-
agement. For me, as a manager, this is as important
as research direcled toward the grizzly bear. One is
unalterably tied to the other, just as is everything else
in the universe.

Park interpreters play a key part in explaming the
role of resource management and research o the
public. We may not be able to save Glacier NP as we
know it today unless there is a change in the aftitude
of people about how we manage the lands surround-
ing the park. Such a change would constitute a new
tand management ethic. | would hope that the re-
search, education. training, and public information re-
suling from the fact that Glacier is an International
Biosphere Reserve, would lead toward public support
fer that new ethic.

Robert C. Haraden, Superintendent
Glacier National Park



