
The Crosscurrents section of June's Science 82 
provides this issue's laugh. It concerns "The Name 



Game" a Ia Carolus Linnaeus, who ordained in 1753 
that all plants 'and animals should have a generic and 
a specific name, preferably in a language approxi­
mating Latin or Greek. When a colleague named 
Evans sent Arnold Menke of USDA's Systematic En­
tomology Lab two wasp specimens from Australia, 
Menke looked at them and exclaimed "Aha!" He then 
announced the species in a paper entitled 'Aha, a 
new genus of Australian Sphecidae." The first he 
named Aha evans1; the second Aha ha. "If the gods 
(and Evans) are kind enough to provide him with such 
an opportunity again,' the item reads, "Menke now 
says he will name the new genus Ohno, and will re­
port the discovery in a paper entitled 'Ohno, another 
new genus of Australian Sphecidae." 


