A University of Oregon researcher and her col-
leagues have found fossil evidence for pfant life exist-
ing as long as 475 milion years ago in Libyan rock
samples recovered from oil-drilling explorations. The
dating, by UO biologist and geologist Jane Gray and
others, appears to push back by about 75 millien
years the earliest known time plant life established it-
self on land, beyond dalings of previous finds in the
North Atlantic Region. Results of Gray's latest work —
done in collaboration with geologist Arthur Boucourt
of Oregon State University and Dominique Massa, a
geologist with the French petroleum firm Compagnie
Francaise des Petroles — are reported in the April
1882 issue of Geology. The evidence is in the form of
“cuticle-fike” sheets of cells and microscopic spores
of some form of land plant that onee existed near an-
cient ocean shorelines — now part of inland basins
isolated from the Mediterranean Sea in western and
southem Libya.



