
Science 82, in its June issue, describes the ef­
forts of three Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
biologists to assess the role of ballast tank water in 
accelerating the spread around the world of fish, 
plankton, shrimp, crabs, worms, and other saltwater 
creatures. Ballast tank hitchhikers recorded within 10 
minutes of the opening of the ballast tank hatch of a 
ship in Delaware Bay included sticklebacks picked up 
in the Weser River in West Germany 12 days earlier, 
plus several kinds of opossum shrimp, copepods, 
bristle worms, and lots of phytoplankton. A few acci­
dental introductions - like the Atlantic soft-shell crab 
(Mya arenaria) and the Japanese cockle (Tapes 
japonica) - both introduced on the shells of oysters 
brought for cultivation to the west coast of North 
.America - have been economically beneficial. But 
many of the accidental introductions have followed 
the usual pattern of exotics, outcompeting native 
species and creating general economic and environ­
mental headaches. 


