Rainier Disturbances Described

A recent history of catastrophic
disturbances is described in “Fire and
Other Disturbances of the Forests in Mount
Rainier National Park,” by Miles A.
Hemstrom and Jerry F. Franklin in
Quaternary Research 18, 32-51 (1982).
Hemstom is area ecologist at the
Willamette National Forest, Eugene, OR
97440, and Franklin is chief plantecologist
of the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range
Experiment Station, USDA Forest Service,

Corvallis, OR 97331. Fires were found to be
by far the mast important major
disturbers, followed by snow avalanches
and lahars {volcanic mudflows). The
largest fire episode, in 1230, affected
approximately 47 percent of the forests in
what is now Rainier NP. Most of the forests
are aver 350 years old, and several stands
are more than 1,000 years old. Natural fire
rotation was estimated at about 434 years.



