Second Repository
On Line at Davis

Word comes from Charles van Riper, |,
leader of the NPS Cooperative Research
Studies Unit at U/Cal-Davis, that the newly
established fruit and nut crops germplasm
repository at Davis is now operating and
has accepted several collections of plant
germplasm.

Four greenhouses, a fath house, screen
house, labs and offices have been
constructed on a two-acre site west of
State Highway 113 near Davis. A diverse
selection of germplasm and relevant
information will be maintained at the
repository, which will function as a
rescurce for plant breeders. Research on
germplasm storage methods also will be
conducted.

Dr. Daniel E. Parfitt, assistant
pomgologist and curator of the repository,
has announced that collections of genetic
materials so far accepted represent figs,
cherries, plums, and grapes, and “were
under imminent threat of destruction.”

Parfitt noted that rare varieties often are
not recognized in areas where they grow
wild, and that care is needed to preserve
them. The disappearence of wild species,
Parfitt said, “is the same as the extinction
of animals, only invelving a lot more
species with a lot less noise.”



