Roger Lewin writes a two-page
Research News article for Science (the
Aug. 20, 1982 issue) on the Darwin
centennial held recently in Cambridge,
Engtand. Two paragraphs from the Lewin
article have relevance to the NPS genetics
conference reported elsewhere in this
issue.

“Until recently, the mechanisms of
genetic tinkering were difficult to imagine,
said (Francois) Jacob. The new
discoveries in_molecular biology provide
the missing material, the odds and ends.
‘Now we can see that it is at the molecular
level that the tinkering aspect of evolution
is most apparent.”

“No one failed to be impressed by what
the molecular biologists had to say. In
case molecular biclogists should come to
believe that they now guard theroute to all
the important answers in evolutionary
biology, Ernst Mayr cautions that ‘these
people must learn to think like
evolutionists, to understand the
importance of population effects.”
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