Professor T. M. Das of the Agricultural
University of Calcutta, India, estimates
that a tree with a normal life span of 50



years would produce about $31,250(U.5.)
worth of oxygen, $62,500 in air pollution
control, $3,250 in so1l erosion contrel and
additions to soil fertility, $37,500 in
recycling water and controlling humidity,
$31,250 in shelter for animals and birds,
and $2,500 worth of protein, for a total of
neariy $136,250. Add to that tree values of
flowers, fruit and wood. A tree sold for
commercial purposes brings less than 0.3
percent of its real value, according to
Professor Das. This item appears in the
March 1982 Oregon Wildiife, publication of
the Oregon State Dept. of Fish and Wildlife,
P.0. Box 3503, Portland, OR 97208.
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