Entomologist Stephen L Wood of
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, is
the author of a 1,359-page volume, The
Bark and Ambrosia Beetles of North and
Central America (BYU Press, 1882}, In 1981,
the current pine beetle epidemic Kkilled
more than 13 millign trees across a
4,285,000-acre in Western U.5. The loss
was the same in 1980 and is anticipated to
be the same again this year, according to
Thomas H. Hofacker, USFS entomologist.
Particularly hard hit were the fine forests
ire Glacier and Yellowstone NPs.

The mountain pine beetle is one of
almost 500 bark beetle species of North
America. The imported European elm bark
beetle is the primary carrier of Dutch elm
disease in North America. The southern
pine beetle has been a threat to treesinthe
southern states, Mexico, and Central
America for years.

In natural forests, bark beetles perform
a vital role by weeding out aged,
weakened, or injured trees and recycling
dead plant tissues.
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