Wildlife refuges constitute the main
immediate weapon against extinction,
according to Daniel Simberloff in the April
issue of Natural History (“Big Advantages
of Small Refuges™) but the question of how
to design such refuges is a matter of
debate. Whereas a larger area (all other
things being equal) contains more speacies
than a smaller one, several smaller
refuges would entail a longer total border
and thus would multiply the advantages of
“the edge effect.” Simberloff considers the
small amount of data available and finds
evidence that several small refuges often
contain more species than one large one.
He surmises that more detailed ecological
knowledge about habitat needs for various
species “would likely make the advantage
of several small reserves over one large
one even more pronounced.”
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