An effort to improve the gene pool of the
ast remaining species of pure wild horse
oy U.S. and Saoviet conservationists
appeared in the August/September issue
f the U.S. Fish and Wildlife News. The two
sountries exchanged six rare Przewalski's
10rses in July in a swap negotiated under
he U8 — US.5.R Environmental
Agreement. One male and two femnale
10rses from the Bronx and San Diego Zoos
eft for Moscow in mid-July 1982, their
lestination being Russia’'s Askania - Nova
Wildlife Preserve. Their counterparts frem
he Russian preserve arrived in New York
City in late July.

Only 420 of the Mongolian wild horse
species survive, all of them in zoos. None
1as been seen in the wild since 1968. The
mproved genetic mix hoped for from the
1orse exhange could improve the chances
for eventual reintroduction in Mongaolia.



