In his November 22 appearance befare
an Oregon State University audience at
Corvallis, NPS Director Russell E.
Dickenson described the way an artificial
seaweed (called Seascape} seems to be
extending the 112-year -old Cape Hatteras
lighthouse's lease on life.

The 208 - foot lighthouse — the nation’s
tallest —hasbeen endangered many times
in the past five decades as the Atlantic
ocean’s forces have alternately taken
away and given back vitai portions of the
lighthouse’s {and base.

In 1980, Bill Garrett, a Du Pont engineer,
patented his invention and in May 1981 he
began the installation of the artificial
seaweed, now anchored in the sand 300
teet offshore in rows parallel to the beach.
Since then, the beach has given some
evidence of build-up, and it is Garrett's
contention that the synthetic fronds have
acted much like real seaweed and caused
the sand-laden surf to drop its load.

Garrett donated 1,000 units of the
seaweed; 5,000 additional units were paid
for by the Save The Lighthouse Committee
of North Carolina, co-chaired by Senator
Jesse Helms and Governor James Hunt
and ably directed by Hugh Morton of
Grandfather Mountain fame.



