
The March 1983 issue of Science carries a 
summary of the history of fires entitled 
"Fire Mosaics in Southern California and 
Northern Baja California." by Richard A. 
Mtnnich. To compare areas where fire sup­
pression has been practiced with uncon­
trolled areas. wildfires of southern 
California and adjacent northern Baja Cali­
fornia are evaluated for the period 1972to 
1980 from Landsat imagery. Suppression 
was found to have divergent effects on 
different plant communities depending on 
successional processes, growth rates. fuel 
accumulation, decomposition rates. and 
length of flammability cycles. Suppression 
has minimum impact on coastal sage 
scrub and grassland. Fire control in cha­
parral reduces the number of fires, not the 
burned hectarage. The Baja Californ ia cha­
parrel tire regime, it is suggested, may 
serve as a model for prescribed burning in 
southern California. 


