


to the existing data base.

Park Service personnel participated in
the 1882 data collection. Seasonal Park
Rangers Cheryl Green, David Buchanan,
Maggie Yurick, Rob Hayden, and Geoff
Smith received training in site location,
vegetation mapping and analysis, and
description of natural and disturbed habi-
tat conditians. They guickiy became profi-
cient at identifying the sensitive
vegetation types and the species occurring
in areas that are most easily damaged.

Permanent transects were established
in impacted areas with additional transect
series running perpendicular to the main
transects. Vegetation samples were
located and read at regular intervals along
the transect lines. Vegetation composition,
percent cover, trail formation, species
change, and other site characteristics
were recorded following popuiar European
methodologies. These transects could be
monitored on a requiar basis by the Park
Service in order to detect changes inrates
of impact.

The Park Service can use these empiri-
cal data for managerial decision making.
Such studies can help avoid the “crisis-
study” approach, where solutions to prob-
lems are sought only after alterations
already have accurred.

Wise base-line inventory data collection
at the early stages of park policy-making
and management planning can provide a
sound basis for mitigating the effect of
human use. Human visitation to the area
has increased since the establishment of
the National Park. Visitor influx will
expand considerably in the coming years.

Paradoxically,the very act of designat-
ing a new wilderness or park area involves
an announcement that threatens newly
proctaimed wilderness. Such areas excite
and attract the venturesome spirit in man.
In fragile ecosystems, like the arctic,
man’'s rejuvenation of spirit and purpose is
directly proportional to the destruction of
other species of life. Mathematically :
without controls nature is playing a “zero-
sum” game.

This “Gem” of the National Parks System
is probably our last true wilderness. Only
by increasing visitor awareness and
appreciation for the uniqueness and fragil-
ity of arctic vegetation can we hope that
the visitors might respect the land —might
want to preserve its wild integrity by
“treading lightly.”

If all else fails, controls and rationing
might be the reluctantly arrived-at answer.
Planned controls —such as already are in
effect on some wild areas in the lower 48
states, can generate a ‘‘non zerp-sum”
game.
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