


Shenandoah comnes

about 300 mi® of land, it is long {105 mi) and nafrow
{2-10 mi) and so has over 500 mi of boundary with pni-
vate and state owned land open to hunting.)

Management Strategies

The options for managing the SNP deer population
range from hands-off management to severe crop-
ping of the population in high concentration areas.
Regardless of the management strategy selected,
the high concentrations of deer along the Skyfine
Drive should not be managed separately from the
other deer in the Park. Instead, the habitat provided
for deer as a result of human impact (along road-
sides, in campgrounds, etc.) might be modified so
that its appearance and compasition is no more at-
tractive to deer than the backcountry areas, which

more closely represent the native Blue Ridge Moun-
fain conditions that the Park was established to pro-
tect. Visitors could then be encouraged fo leave their
cars for short hikes so that sightings of deer would
occur in @ more natural environment.

it may prove feasible to manipulate forested reg-
ions in high visitor use areas so that they are main-
tained in natural, early successional stages which are
very attractive to deer. There is ample evidence that
native American Indians did this, and modern day vis-
itors can benefit in the same way. This type of man-
agement would increase the likelihood of visitors'
seeing deer along high-use trails near the Drive while
decreasing the likelihood of deer-motor vehicle acci-
dents along the Drive.
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