
The massively destructive spruce budworm, vil­
lain of defoliation outbreaks in every western state 
except California in the past 60 years, is the object of 
an accelerated research and development program 
jointly entered into by the U.S. and Canada in 1977 
and now in the fifth year of a six-year charter. A report 
on the progress of this research - building on 30 
years of studies by Fedefal, State, and local agencies 
and institutions - appeared in the March 1983 issue 
of USDAIFS Forestry Research West. 

The story, by Sam Frear, tells of 300 studies that 
will be completed by 1984, providing data on bud­
worm populations, damage evaluation, stand dy­
namics and prognosis, economic impacts, sustained 
biotic controls, suppression strategies, and pest man­
agement systems. A technology transfer working 
group has concluded that the most effective informa­
tion base at the end of the program will be a three­
volume user's manual. The documents will summar­
ize the basic entomological and host tree research 
effects on, and guidelines lor, protection of individual 
trees and stands, and the implications of the bud­
worm on a forest and regional basis for forest plan­
ning and policy. 


