
The June 10 issue of Science (Vot 220) contains 
abstracts of five papers dealing wth patterns of plant 
and animal extinction, taken from the Sixth Annual 
Spring Systematics Symposium at the Field Museum 
of Natural History, Chicago, held May 13-14, 1983. 
Papers reviewed dealt with the importance of compe­
tition in plant extinctions by Andrew Knoll of Harvard; 
the modern version of the meteor impact hypothesis 
relating to the Cretaceous/Tertiary extinction by 
Walter Alverez of the University of California, Ber­
keley; plant extinction patterns in mountain refuges in 
the U.S. Southwest by Bruce Patterson of the Chi­
cago Field Museum's Department of Zoology; specia­
tion and extinction in hominid evolution viewed in 
parallel with shifts among contemporary herbivores 
and carnivores by Alan Walker of Johns Hopkins Uni­
versity; and the relevance of bird population and 
habitat data to old and new extinctions by Jared Dia­
mond of the University of California at Los Angeles. 

Proceedings of the 1983 Systematics Symposium 
are being published by the University of Chicago and 
will be available in the spring of 1984. 


