An article by Jeremy Harrison, “Maintaining a
Database On the World's Protected Areas,” in Parks,
Vol. 7, No. 4 {1983}, discusses the need for cen-
tralized information sources in such areas as techni-
cal evaluation and management of protected areas,
genetic resource conservation, and a wide range of
related research topics. Harrison is a member of the
HWCN Conservation Monitoring Centre staff, respon-
sible for running the Protected Areas Data Unit. He
makes a strong plea for the development by intema-
tional agencies of data collection systems that pro-
vide quick, large-scale overviews, plus details of the
subject area.

He describes the Protected Areas Data Unit
{PADU) inaugurated in May 1981 as part of the
IUCN's Conservation Monitoring Centre - its updat-
ing, correction, and use, and its extremely manipu-
lable character. (“Information from the data files can
be sorted/selected using any combination of charac-
ters of groups of characters within the file. Lists could
be produced ... laid out by political unit, or by
biogeographical unit, in alphabetical order, by order
of size,andsoon...")



