
A July 26 story in the New York Times trumpets 
to the world the news that "animal and plant life is re­
turning to the Mount Sl Helens volcano." John S. 
Edwards, a University of Washington zoology profes­
sor who is one of 200 scientists conducting research 
on the volcano, states that animals and plants of the 
Northwest are good at colonizing as a result of the 
history of volcanic eruptions in the region. "The initial 
interest was on volcanology and geology,' Edwards 
said, "but from here on out, it's a biological phe­
nomenon." 

James A. MacMahon, a Utah State University biol­
ogy professor, is quoted in the Times, saying "The 
amazing part of it to me is just how many plants and 
animals survived the blast. let alone how manv have 
recolonized.' 


