An important new clue to the uses to which pre-
historic tools were put is reported in the June 17 (Vol.
220) issue of Sclence. The article is entitied "Prehis-
toric Blood Residues: Detection on Tool Surfaces and



Identification of Species of Origin,” by Thomas H. Loy
of the British Columbia Provincial Museum, Victoria,
BC V8Y 1X4.

Detaited microscopic and chemical examination of
tool surfaces (chert, basalt, and obsidian tools from
1000 to 6000 years old) show definite surface bloed
deposits, the presence of amine acids, hemoglobin,
and red blood cells. Animal and plant tissue, feather
barbules, and hair fragments also have been ob-
served. The blood residues have been identified as
belonging to humans, caribou, Columbian black-
tailed deer, Stone Mountain sheep, moese, grizzly
bear, snowshoe rabbit, and California sea lion.

The tools examined came from open-air sifes along
the western coast and the northern boreal forest of
Canada.



