


size, past land uses, and woody vegetation over 1 m
in height. The site boundaries also were described.
Herbaceous and small woody vegetation within old
lawns, building sites, drives, and gardens were sam-
pled at each study site in 1982 and will be resampled
in 1983. Permanent photo stations also were estab-
lished to estimate vertical cover (ground ¢over and
vertical cover are being used to estimate relative pro-
ductivity) and to allow monitoring over time.

The initial field studies will be completed in the fall
of 1983. The data collected in 1982 have not been
fully analyzed, yet, but some preliminary observa-
tions are possible. First, succession on razed resi-
dential sites does not fit the descriptions of old field
succession in the Midwest. Past tand uses appear to
significantly irfluence the rates and patterns of re-
vegetation. As would be expected, revegetation in old
gardens most closely resembles that observed in old
fields. Establishment of native species in actval build-
ing sites is relatively rapid, and in lawns very slow.
Species richness on old drives is relatively high, but
consists mainly of exofic and/or weedy native
Species.

A few exolic species appear to retard recovery of
sites and/or are spreading into surrounding natural
communities. These include black locust, several
species of honeysuckle, tree of heaven, and multi-
flora rose. Means of eradicating and/or controlling the
spread of these species deserve further atterdion. For
example, Kertucky blue grass and fescue lawns are
found to be persistent for a minimum of 10 years and
fo retard establishment of native species. Thus,
methods to decrease the dominance of these lawn
grasses are being investgated, including testing the
effects of fire and stratification.

Also, the proximity and quality of seed source cor-
relates highly with species compasition within the dis-
{urbed site. For example, if the area is surrounded by
mature native communities, coionization by native
species is rapid and vice versa. Finally, if the site is
cleared of non-degradable matenals and exolic
species, topped with a layer of bare soil, and a quality
seed source is acjacent to the site, recovery towards
that of the surrounding natural community is rapid.
The vegetation of the Lakeshore appears to have a
high degree of resiliency.

Based upon these pretiminary observations, the
specifications for future demolition contracts are
being modified to include stratification of lawns, re-
moval of all non-bivdegradable materials and long-
lived exotic species. Aiso, the sites are being topped
with native soil so as fo provide an open habitat for
establishment of native vegetation. In addition, the
initial survey identified potential safety and health
hazards (i.e. open cisterns, caved-in septic tanks).
This information has aided administration in setting
priorities for which sites would be cleared first.

The present prescriptions for the razing of residen-
tial sites af the Lakeshore will mosty likely be mod-
ified based upon additional insight gained from
further studies and complete data analysis. However,
the utility of the information gained from these studies
already is apparent as a guide to the management of
the Lakeshore's natural resources. There is reason 1o
be optimistic that former residential sites eventually
will blend in with their surrounding natural com-
munities.
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