








and a veteran of complex resource problems during
his tenure in the Alaska Region, is keenly sensitive to
the management value of scientific expertise and
data. “The intense work during the past five years on
this park’s primary resource — the redwoods - has
given us an in-depth information base that we!l could
be the envy of any park in the system,” he said. “It's
given us the capacity to gage even the subtlest differ-
ences between an undisturbed redwood forest and
those heavily impacted areas Congress has told us to
restore. And it’s providing ways to close that environ-
ment gap.”

Yet it is vitally important, Warnock points out, that
we keep in clear tocus the mission and nature of the
rehab program. The [andscape and habitat manipula-
tions inherent to this program comprise a radical de-
parture from the basic preservation and protection
mission of the Park Service. To be sure, such a de-
parture is justifiable by its fina! goal of restoring to the
greatest degree possible a self-sustaining redwood
forest within a national park. But as the program suc-
ceeds, emphasis and organization must inevitably
shift.

“I've called for an assessment of all that has been
accomplished thus far, s0 we ¢an plot the most pro-
ductive course over the next five years,” Warnock
said. “We're faced with very real limits of time and
money, and we certainly don't want 1o discover down
the road that a key link has somehow been left out of
the effort. Ideally, as we erase man's impact on the
redwoods we also recrient the park staff from one
geared to rehabilitation to one able properly to man-
age and protect the renewing forest when the time
and money run out. If we do it right, stage by stage,
there should be no great or abrupt change on the last
day of the last year.”

Belous is Management Assistant al Redwood NP
The final installment of Ihis article will appear in the
SPRING fssue.



