
What a Difference A Digit Makes 
"OOPS" read the headline in the Seattle Post-lntel­

ligencer. 
Who goofed? 
A one-digit error made in compiling the population 

statistics on Yellowstone NP's grizzly bear population 
led to an erroneous report published in January 1983, 
stating that there was no significant trend in grizzly 
numbers. 

A recheck of the statistics showed that someone 
mistook a four for a nine, when figuring the number 
of female grizzlies with cubs. By figuring the popula­
tion trend on the faulty basis of a more than doubled 
number of grizzly bear mothers, the conclusion had 
been reached that grizzly numbers might be improv­
ing. The newspaper quotes wildlife advocates as 
commenting: "The revised findings make it clear that 
Yellowstone's grizzlies are indeed in trouble." 

The item was forwarded to Park Science by Gary 
Machlis (of the University of Idaho CPSU) as "an 
example of how proofreading can never be taken for 
granted!" 


