Landscape archilecture students at the Harvard
Graduate Scheol of Design took their act to Yosemite
NP last fall and developed a program to evaluate
environmental changes in the park, using a gecg-
raphic information system. The project was written up
in the March 30. 1984 issue of the Harvard University
Gazelte.

The system is a computer mapping program often
used by natural resource managers. urban planners.
and market strategists to process spatial data. The
geographic scitware system can be used to create
and display maps as well as to analyze problems in
a given study area.

Jan van Wagtendonk, research scientist with the
NPS'CPSU at U Cal Davis, and based at Yosemite
NP. is in charge of developing the Yosemite data base
that will make such a system usetul for resource man-
agement. Van Wagtendonk has his information down
to 15-meter resclutation {compared to the "quick and
dirty" 100-meter resoluticn of the graduate school pro-
ject} and is currently working with Maury Nyguist and
Harvey Fleet of the Denver Service Center, where the
data sets for Yosemile are being created.



