Consideration of a forest tree as a 'ong-conbinuing
entity that changes In form and function over time in
its relation lo the forest is the focus of a 56-page
USDA Forest Service General Technica: Reper
(PNW-164). The Seen and Unseen World of the Fal-
fenn Tree. recently published by the Pacitic Northwest
Forest and Range Experiment Station. P.O. Box 3890.
Portland, OR 97208. Chris Maser and James M.



Trappe suggest. in this report. that a naw ook at time
considerations and at what is becoming known about
the structure and function of large woody debris raises
profound questions about forest management. The
publication examires some new concepts in the light
of current forest management practices.

In particular. the report discusses how falien trees
function in providing moisture. suppert microbial activ-
ity and diversifying fresh water and estuarine
habitats.

A companion papet. by the same two authors, en-
litled “The Fallen Tree — A Source o* Diversity” wil!
be contained in New Forests for a Changing World
the Proceedings of the Society of American Forestry's
1983 National Con‘erence.



