
The popular press (Newsweek, Dec. 5, 1983) has 
taken note of the decades-long studies of wolf-moose, 
predator-prey relationships on Isle Royale and the 
fact that such studies are "of more than academic 
interest." In a signed article by Sharon Begley and 
John Carey, Newsweek described the unfolding infor­
mation that only such lengthy research can hope to 
uncover. Much of this information tums out to be 
counter to "the conventional wisdom.· Rolf Peterson 
of Michigan Tech University described the greatest 
surprise to emerge from the on-going study - that the 
wolf packs do not help "balance· nature, but instead 
.cause moose numbers to fluctuate even more wildly 
than they would without the pressure of the packs. 


