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Parks: How Btg IS Big Enough?" IS the title of a 
Roger Lewtn arttcle tn the Aug. 10. 1984 issue of 
SCience Lewt'l reports on ·the world s most ambittous 
env1ronmenta1 expenment ... designed to determtne 
how best to protect the dwtndhng habttat resources 
that rematn· tn the Amazon forest. 

-A 1a1r number of stud1es have addressed the prob­
lem of ecosystem decay:· Lew1n wntes. 'but none has 
been prospecttve The great strength of the ·mtnimum 
cnttcal size of ecosystems proJect.· as the Brazihan­
U S. venture ts called. ts that tt ts the ftrst time the 
effects of fragmentation and tsolatton wtll have been 
closely observed throughout the decay process-

The pro1ect ts co-directed by Thomas LoveJoy. 
World Wtldltfe Fund sctentist. and Herbert Schubart 
of Braztl's Nattonal Institute for Amazon Research. 
LoveJOY concetved the tdea 1n 1976. when ecologtsts 
were argu1ng over applicatton of the tsland biogeog­
raphy theory to the design of ecolog1cal refuges. Ac­
cordtng to Jered Diamond. UCLA ecologist. the pro­
JeCt IS · beauttfully destgned. It IS umque 1n human 
htstory.·· 

Two separate but unrelated ouesttons 1n establish­
Ing mtmmal cnt1cal stze for a ratn forest habitat are 
111 Are spectes lost in some sort of predtctable order? 
and 12) Wtll forest 1ragments of stmtlar s1ze end up 
wtth stmtlar final spec1es compostlions? Another con­
cern was stze - a matter that was .. the focus of most 
'olks· m~nds at f1rst: events. however forced attention 
to be turned to the phenomenon known as the edge 
effect LoveJOY descnbes a senes of systematic 
studtes a1med at determtntng the magn1tude of the 
edge effect 


