
Ac1d ra1n IS vy1ng with gnzzly bears as the hottest 
top1c outs1de of break1ng news 1n the public press. 
Umted Press lnternatwnal and the Washmgton Post 
ran extensive treatments 1n August at the start of a 
1 0-year study to determine the effects of ac1d ra1n on 
h1stonc monuments and other structures around the 
country Sc1ent1sts lrom the U.S. Geolog1cal Survey 
and NPS spokespersons are quoted in descnb1ng the 
test s1tes and the questions be1ng asked. 

In Wash1ngton. D.C .. 650 pounds of stone and an 
add1t1onal quant1ty of metals are exposed on top of 
several racks at a Northwest branch library. Other 
sites where the testing has begun 1nclude New York. 
New Jersey. and North Carolina. Sites in Canada and 
the M1dwest w1ll be added to the study 1n 1985. 

The work is being conducted by an Interagency 
Task Force on Ac1d Prec1p1tat10n. 1nclud1ng the En­
wonmental Protection Agency. the Bureau of M1nes. 
USGS. and NPS. 


