Wind. accompanying a thundershower passing
through the central portion ¢ Yellowstone NP on Sun-
day. July 8. felled approximately 100.000 trees in a
matter of minutes. Supt. Robert Barbee was auoted
in an NPS press release, commenting on the blow-
dowr near Esk Meadow on the Gibbon River:

“Itis indeed an imoressive sight. The sheer mag-
atuce s awe-inspinrg and it provides ar excellent
exampie of the workings of nature. wnich is the reason
why Yedowstone is a national park.”

The downeg lrees a!l iay n one airection. mest
uprooted bul scme snappea off 4 1o 8 ‘eet above
ground. The blowdown occurred in a mature
lodgerole pine ‘orest. where trees are estimatec at
25010 the acre. Downeo trees blecked roadways until
forestry crews and othe park stafl could clear them
with chain saws and heavy ecuipment.



