
Wmd. accompany1ng a thundershower pass1ng 
through the central port1on of Yellowstone NP on Sun­
day. July 8. felled approx1mately 100.000 trees 1n a 
matter of m1nutes Supt. Robert Barbee was Quoted 
in an NPS press release. commenting on the blow­
down near Elk Meadow on the G1bbon R1ver: 

-u IS 1ndeed an 1mpress1ve s1ght. The sheer mag­
nitude IS awe-msplflng and 1t provides an excellent 
example of the workmgs of nature. wh1ch IS the reason 
why Yellowstone IS a nat1onal park -

The downed trees all lay m one d~rect1on. most 
uprooted but some snapped off 4 to 8 feet above 
ground The blowdown occurred m a mature 
lodgepole p1ne forest. where trees are est1mated at 
250 to the acre. Downed trees blocked roadways until 
forestry crews and othe park staff could clear them 
w1th cha1n saws and heavy eQUipment 


